The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 13 H 10 N 2 O 4 , contains two independent molecules (A and B). The dihedral angle between the aromatic rings is 48.18 (14) in molecule A and 45.81 (14) in molecule B. The mean plane of the carbamate N-C( O)-O group is twisted slightly from the attached benzene and phenyl rings, making respective dihedral angles of 12.97 (13) and 60.93 (14) in A, and 23.11 (14) and 59.10 (14) in B. In the crystal, A and B molecules are arranged alternately through N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and C-HÁ Á Á interactions, forming chains along the a axis. The chains are further linked by C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into a double-chain structure.
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Cg2 is the centroid of the C8-C13 ring. Symmetry codes: (i) x À 1; y; z; (ii) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1; (iii) x þ 1; y; z. 
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S1. Comment
The carbamate group is known in biochemistry for its role in biological process. For example it tunes haemoglobin affinity for O 2 during physiological respiration (O′Donnell et al., 1979) . Carbamate derivatives present significant pharmacological activity, in some cases exhibiting potential anticancer drugs (Bubert et al., 2007) . In the solid state, the carbamate group acts as both donor and acceptor in hydrogen bonding, favoring the formation of highly stable synthons.
Thus, the carbamate group has been proposed in crystal engineering as a building block for hydrogen bonded solids (Ghosh et al., 2006) . Most carbamate compounds of interest are phenyl derivatives. In the known polymorphs of one such compound, phenyl carbamate, the molecular environment is very similar around the carbamate group but very different around the phenyl ring (Wishkerman & Bernstein, 2008) . As part of our studies in this area, we report herein on the synthesis of phenyl 4-nitrophenylcarbamate.
Two molecules (A and B) present in the asymmetric unit ( (Table 1) , leading to formation of a hydrogen bonded chain along [100] (Fig. 2) . A C-H···O interaction is also observed between the chains.
S2. Experimental
To a stirred solution of 1.0 g (5.45 mmol) of 4-nitroaniline dissolved in 100 ml of dry THF was added calculated amount with 5% excess of phenylchloroforamate in 50ml of dry THF. The addition rate was such that it took 1.5 hrs for complete transfer. After the addition was over, the stirring was continued overnight. Excess THF was removed under vacuum at room temperature. The crude product was extracted with ethyl acetate (3×100 ml). The organic layer was dried over anhydrous sodium sulphate. Removal of solvent under vacuum at room temperature yielded light yellow product and the product was dried under vacuum to constant weight. Light yellow crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethyl acetate solution at room temperature (yield 99%).
S3. Refinement
The N-and C-bound H atoms were positioned geometrically (N-H = 0.86 Å and C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N, C). 
